
IN  CHRIST  THERE IS  NO EAST OR WEST

God's plan for the world is ment ioned by Paul in his let ter to the Ephesians (1 :9-10).  "He has made known to
us his hidden purpose .  .  .  that the universe, al l  in heaven and on earth,  might be brought into a uni ty in
Christ ."  l t  is  th is scr ipture that gives the basis for our hymn.

To be certain that persons would understand His plan, God's Son l ived on earth as a human being and gave us
His example of  fe l lowship with men and women of al l  social  posi t ions, al l  fa i ths,  al l  races, and al l  levels of
intef  l igence. What is . lesus'  amazing teaching of God's way of love found in Matthew 5:43-48?
Write i t  in three words.

How does  th i s  f i t  i n to  the  though t  o f  ou r  hymn 's  f i r s t  l i ne?

John Oxenham, who wrote th is  hymn and many other  re l ig ious poems,  was not  only  a poet ,  but  a lso a business
man in  England.  He said:  "Science has made the wor ld a neighborhood;  i t  remains for  the Church of  Chr is t  to
make i t  a  brothcrhood."  Do you th ink enough is  being done by a l l  o f  us to  help make these words come t rue -

bccome a real i ty  -  in  our  wor ld? What  e lse do you th ink could be done by a l l  o f  us?

Ovcr  a mi l l ion copies of  Oxenham's poems and hymns were read by sold iers in  Wor ld War I .  Do you know when
th is  War occu r red ? Perhaps Oxenham was hop ing the Br i t ish so ld iers wou ld  learn a lesson l ike that  of  the you ng
Amer ican parat rooper  shot  down over  enemy terr i tory  in  Wor ld War I I .  He wrote:  "A poor  French farmer
found me,  a Negro Gl ,  and a German helped me h ide;  a Cathol ic  pr iest  smuggled me to a f ie ld  hospi ta l ;  a  Jewish
surgcon operated on my in jured leg to save my l i fe ;  and back home again,  I  promised never  to  shut  my door  to
rny pcrson in  need -  regard less of  the i r  race or  re l ig ion."  What  was the story Jesus to ld ofan in jured man in
Lukc 10:30-37? The story of

Thc tu r re
n a m e  t h a t

was  composed  by  a  church  o rgan is t  a t  Ox fo rd ,  Eng land  whose  name was  A lexander  R .  Re inag le .  The
has been g iven to the tune is  Sf .  Peter .  What  other  hymn words are sung to th is  tune?

D o  y o u  r c m c m b e r  t h a t  C . M .  m e a n s C o m m o n  M e t e r ?  H o w  m a n y  s y l l a b l e s  p e r  l i n e  i n  C o m m o n  M e t e r ?

In music wri t i t rg sonrc notes "step" and some notes "skip."  "Step" notes are found in s inging a scale.  "Skip"

notcs havc long jumps or intervals.  Draw a circ le on the back at  each place in the melody where the tune
"skips" -  does not go to the very next note,  above or below. Did you f ind f ive skips?

At  rvh . r t  p laces  in  the  worsh ip  se rv i ce  wou ld  th i s  hymn be  appropr ia te?

Espec ia l l y  i n  these  t imes ,  i n  th i s  coun t ry ,  yes ,  and  a round  the  wor ld ,
each of  us must  learn to be our  "brother 's  keeper , "  bound by our
common re la t ionsh ip  to  God :

"Join hands, then, brothers of the faith,
Whate'er your race moy be.
Who serves my Father as o son
ls surely kin to me."
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